
 
 

Thank you to our Nominating Committee for their thoughtful work to bring 
us these nominees for consideration at our 2021 County Convention: 

 
Renee Price - Hillsborough East Precinct/HD50, Chair 
Rebecca Cerese* - Colonial Heights Precinct/HD56, Member 
Eric Chen - Carrboro Precinct/HD56, Member 
Rani Dasi - Rogers Eubanks Precinct/HD56, Member 
Emily Elstad - West Hillsborough Precinct/HD50, Member 
Thomas Link* - Eno Precinct/HD50, Member 
Nan Nixon - Estes Hills Precinct/HD56, Member 
Diane Ong - East Franklin Precinct/HD56, Member 
Eliazar Posada* - OWASA Precinct/HD56, Member 

*Notes Committee members recused from considering the SEC slate 

 
 

 

2021-2023 County Executive Committee -- Officer Slate: 
 

Running for Candidate Precinct Current Position 
Chair Jonah Garson East Franklin 

HD56 
First Vice Chair, 
SEC Member 

First Vice Chair Phyllis-Portie-
Ascott 

Cameron Park 
HD50 

Fourth Vice Chair, 
SEC Member 

Second Vice 
Chair 

Anissa Graham-
Davis 

St Mary’s 
HD50 

STEM Foundation 
President 

Third Vice 
Chair 

Alexandra Allman Weaver Dairy 
HD56 

Secretary 
 

Fourth Vice 
Chair 

Maggie Holly Cameron Park 
HD50 

Co-Chair,  
Voter Registration 
Team 

Treasurer Dennis 
Swartzlander 

Northside 
HD56 

Treasurer 
 

Secretary Joe Becker Grady Brown 
HD50 

Chair, Grady Brown 
Precinct; SEC Member 

 
Thank you to our 2019-2021 Executive Officers, Marilyn Carter (Chair), John 

Ferguson (Second Vice Chair), and Brian Crawford (Third Vice Chair).  We are 
grateful for their service! 

 

 
2021-2023 State Executive Committee Slate of Candidates 

on the next page. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2021-2023 State Executive Committee -- Slate: 
 

Running for Candidate Precinct Current Position 
SEC – 
Female/Nonbinary 

Barbara 
Foushee 

Carrboro Town 
Hall 
HD56 

SEC 

SEC – 
Female/Nonbinary 

Marilyn Carter Cedar Falls 
HD56 

Chair; 
SEC ex-officio 

SEC – 
Female/Nonbinary 

Rebecca Cerese Colonial 
Heights 
HD56 

SEC; 
President, 
Progressive Dems of 
Orange County 

SEC – 
Female/Nonbinary 

Heiderose 
Kober 

Orange Grove 
HD50 

Precinct Chair; 
SEC 

SEC – 
Female/Nonbinary 

Phyllis Portie-
Ascott 

Cameron Park 
HD50 

Fourth Vice Chair; 
SEC 

SEC –
Male/Nonbinary 

John Ferguson St Mary’s 
HD50 

Second Vice Chair; 
SEC 

SEC –
Male/Nonbinary 

Eliazar Posada OWASA 
HD56 

Precinct Chair; 
SEC 

SEC –
Male/Nonbinary 

Thomas Link Eno 
HD50 

Precinct Chair 

SEC –
Male/Nonbinary 

Kevin Foy Glenwood 
HD56 

Former Mayor; 
Chapel Hill 

SEC –
Male/Nonbinary 

Tai Huynh Northside 
HD56 

SEC 

 
The following leaders serve as ex-officio, voting members of the SEC:   

Rep. David Price, DNC Member Diane Robertson, NCDP Second Vice Chair Matt 
Hughes, Progressive Dems of NC President Lee Nackman, and our incoming 

OCDP Chair. 
 
Many thanks to our 2019-2021 SEC Members, Joe Becker, Mark Kleinschmidt and 

Penny Rich.  
We are grateful for their service!  

 

 
 
 

Bios for 2021-2023 Candidates for 
County Executive Committee Officers 

and 
State Executive Committee Members 

begin on the next page. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Bios for 2021-2023 County Executive Committee -- Officer Slate 
 

 
Jonah Garson—Candidate for Chair 
 
Current First Vice Chair of the Orange County Democratic 
Party, NCDP State Executive Committee Member, and advisor 
for the County-to-County Campaign—is an attorney, 
organizer, and proud Tar Heel, native to Chapel Hill, where he 
currently resides.   
A graduate of Chapel Hill public schools (FPG Elementary, 
Culbreth Middle, Chapel Hill High ’05), the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill (’09), and Columbia Law School 
(’14), Jonah left private law practice during the 2018 election 
cycle to work full-time as a field coordinator and advisor to 30 
Democratic state legislative challengers across North 
Carolina.  He then served as the NCDP/DNC Voter Protection 
Director for the redo election in North Carolina’s Ninth 
Congressional District (redone due to GOP ballot fraud 
targeting poor voters and non-white voters), before returning 
to private practice at Parry Law, where he represents 

businesses, nonprofit organizations, and individual clients in federal court, state court, arbitration, 
and regulatory proceedings, and continues to engage in a variety of voting rights and election law 
work. 
 
Outside of the Democratic Party, Jonah serves in the following leadership roles: 

• Executive Committee, Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP; 

• Board Member, Carolina Performing Arts; 

• Litigation Council Member, North Carolina Bar Association; 

• Pro Bono Committee Member, North Carolina Bar Association; 

• Founding Board Member, New North Carolina Project; and 

• Founding Member, Team4NC (New York-based bridgehead for NC progressive 
infrastructure-building). 
 

Jonah is excited for the opportunity to work in partnership with Phyllis Portie-Ascott, candidate for 
First Vice Chair and current Fourth Vice Chair, as well as with the rest of the nominated OCDP officer 
slate, to continue current leadership’s efforts to build a more inclusive, more representative, more 
fun(!), inter-generational, pro-worker, anti-racist, anti-homophobic, anti-transphobic Democratic 
community, a community that empowers all-comers to find their highest and best civic use in the 
midst of our current crises of the pandemic, anti-black violence, and right-wing authoritarianism.  
With regard to specific initiatives, if elected, Jonah will work to continue to develop and support the 
new OCDP Community Service Team—including its “shots-in-arms” campaign, slated to begin in the 
next couple weeks; the OCDP Renters’ Campaign (the “Neighbor-to-Neighbor Initiative”), slated to 
begin this Spring if approved by the CEC, leveraging deep canvassing and relational organizing 
techniques to empower renters across the county; the County-to-County Campaign’s expansion to 
deepen county partnerships and promote new Democratic infrastructure where it matters most; and 
the Voter Registration Team’s efforts to build voter registration and education programs to meet folks 
where they’re at in each of our county’s 41 precincts. 
 
Finally, Jonah looks forward to continuing to empower a new generation of Democratic leaders who 
see the Party as an instrument for the public good and advancement of democracy, who refuse to 
accept another Lost Decade in our state, and who believe progress on this front is impossible without 
fundamentally changing how we show up for one another as Democrats and as North Carolinians. 
 
 
 



Phyllis Portie-Ascott, Candidate for First Vice 
Chair 
 
I am running for First Vice-Chair of Orange County 
Democratic Party. As a lifelong resident of North Carolina 
who spent my formative years in Eastern North Carolina, 
where hard work, integrity, and serving were the norm, I 
am honored to serve as a leader of OCDP. As a resident of 
Northern Orange, I am a business owner and licensed Real 
Estate Broker with PPA Properties. My educational 
achievements include a Bachelor of Social Work from East 
Carolina University, a Masters of Public Administration 
from NCCU, a Doctorate in Biblical Studies from New Life 
Bible College and Seminary, and Masters of Divinity from 
Shaw University. Having completed four Clinical Pastoral 
Education units, I’m in the writing process to achieve Board 
Certification as a Chaplain. 
 
Since Fall 2019, I’ve had the privilege of serving as a State 
Executive Committee member and 4th Vice-Chair working 

with many of you. I led the incredible Voter Experience Team, where our goal was ensuring voters 
had the best experience possible at the polls. I am proud of what we were able to accomplish. We 
developed Poll Greeting & COVID 19 Protocols, recruited Early Voting Site Coordinators and Poll 
Runners, developed a Video Poll Greeter Training Program, conducted Poll Greeter Q&A sessions, 
assisted NCDP Voter Protection with Poll Observer coverage, assisted precinct leaders in recruiting 
poll greeters and visited the Early Voting and Election Day Polling Sites.   
 
I hope you have experienced me as a hard-working team player with integrity committed to the 
success of OCDP. I ask for your vote for First Vice-Chair. 
 
 

Anissa Graham-Davis, Candidate for Second Vice 
Chair 
 
Anissa is a three-time graduate from North Carolina 
Central University with Bachelor's, Master’s and law 
degrees.  She is happily married to Eric Davis, DDS and 
is the proud mother of two beautiful daughters.  Anissa is 
an entrepreneur at heart with her own law practice, 
online boutique, and as a skin care consultant. She is 
currently opening a smoothie bar featuring premium açaí 
bowls providing families healthy alternatives to fast 
foods. She and her family created a foundation catering 
to underrepresented students in STEM and law 
careers.  Anissa is honored to be nominated.  Her vision 
for the party is simple: assist with organizing, mobilizing 
and focusing on training those who are eager to make 
sure we show up, turn out the vote and turn North 
Carolina blue! She’s no stranger to work and delights in 

the opportunity to work with a team to continue to move our democratic party forward.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Alexandra Allman, Candidate for Third Vice Chair 
 
I am the first 'unofficial' doctor in my family (my 
dissertation is at its last step with CAO)!! :) There was no 
silver spoon in my life. It been hard to get this far, but I’ve 
learned to just work on my goals one day at a time. Slowly 
and dedicated. One of my goals is to continue making as 
much of an impact on my community (and State) as I can, 
and that is why this year I choose to run for 3rd vice chair 
this time around, instead of secretary. The point is to grow 
forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Maggie Holly, Candidate for Fourth Vice Chair 
 
Maggie Holly, M.Ed. is a native of Hillsborough, N.C. She has 
a passion for helping others. Maggie has served the Orange 
County community in several capacities. Most recently, 
Maggie has stepped up to serve as OCDP’s Voter Registration 
Co-Chair and is actively engaged in planning future activities. 
 
She is no stranger to hard work. Her professional work is 
centered around helping people. She is a Human Resources 
professional and a former classroom teacher. She has a 
passion for others and wants to make a difference in her local 
community and the world. 
 
 

 
 
Dennis Swartzlander, Candidate for Treasurer 
 
As OCDP Treasurer for 2 ½ years I have been pleased to assist 
Orange County and all of NC in electing more Democrats to 
national, state, and local offices. I believe that we have a major 
opportunity to make NC more blue. I believe it is critical and 
essential in 2022 to elect a Democratic US Senator and as 
many additional US and NC Democratic office holders as 
possible.  
 
My career spans AFDC public welfare caseworker 50 years 
ago, to Director of Ohio Medicaid Systems and Operations 30 
years ago, and 25 years ago as Founder, CEO, Chairman of the 
Board in a successful healthcare software service 
organization, which was acquired by McKesson. I have an 
MBA and was a CPA from 1980 to 1997. I have served as 
treasurer for the 4th Congressional District Exec Committee 
and for a Carrboro town council successful candidate election. 
 

 
 



Joe Becker, Candidate for Secretary 
 
Born in St. Louis, Mo and raised in Louisville, Ky. Joined the 
Navy at the end of the Vietnam War and served for 6 years. 
Moved to Raleigh in the 80’s to work for IBM in RTP as a 
Software Engineer. Attended NC Central Law School at night 
and retired after 20 years at IBM to practice law at Womble 
Bond Dickinson as a Staff Attorney. I retired from Womble 
after 15 years in 2019.  
In 2018 moved to Hillsborough from Durham. I wanted to be 
involved in the movement to dethrone then President Trump, 
so I went to the next County Convention and got elected to the 
SEC. I attend County meetings every month representing both 
the SEC and Grady Brown. I am active in Grady Brown was 
elected to Precinct Secretary. Last month I was excited to 
become Precinct Chair for Grady Brown. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bios for 2021-2023 Candidates  
for 

State Executive Committee Members 
begin on the next page. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bios for 2021-2023 State Executive Committee – Slate 
 

 
Barbara Middleton-Foushee, Candidate for SEC 
 
Born and raised in Duplin County, North Carolina. Graduate 
of Historic Saint Augustine’s University. Currently employed 
as a Senior Technologist at Laboratory Corporation of America 
in a Molecular Oncology Lab Co-chairs Community Action 
and Political Awareness Ministry at First Baptist Church of 
Chapel Hill. Currently serving on the Carrboro Town Council 
as Mayor Pro Tem. Basileus of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Eta 
Phi Zeta Graduate Chapter Silver Life Member and Exec 
Committee, Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP. Co-Vice Chair of 
Carrboro Town Hall Precinct and current SEC member. My 
Brother’s and Sister’s Keeper of Orange County Advisory 
Board. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award 
Recipient given by the Chapel Hill-Carrboro NAACP. 

Numerous Sorority honors including Woman of the Year and the Finer Womanhood Award. 
 

 
Marilyn Carter, Candidate for SEC 
 
Marilyn Carter has served as our 2019-2021 OCDP Chair, and 
she is proud of the work of the Orange County Democratic 
Party this past election cycle. Marilyn worked to build a more 
inclusive, welcoming Party that enables Democrats to engage 
and help WIN elections.  
 
OCDP delivered record-breaking turnout and also stayed 
nimble in the face of the pandemic in 2020. Marilyn raised 
funds through the North Carolina-wide Biden Yard Sign 
program that continues to fund OCDP operations. Marilyn 
supported our fantastic County-to-County team as they 
helped a number of Legislative candidates over the finish line.  
There is much work still to do to turn NC blue, and Marilyn 
will bring her operational experience and her voice for Orange 
County to the State Executive Committee.   
 
 
Rebecca Cerese, Candidate for SEC 
 
Rebecca Cerese is the President of the Progressive Democrats 
of Orange County, a current SEC member and former 
precinct chair of Colonial Heights.  She is also a social justice 
activist, award-winning documentary filmmaker and a 
passionate healthcare advocate. She is the first ever Health 
Engagement Coordinator at the NC Justice Center, where she 
collects stories about people who are uninsured in order to 
push for policy changes. Seeing the ways our Democratic 
Party can and must be improved so we can break out from 
under GOP rule, she is ready to push for the types of changes 
our party needs at the SEC level. Chief among those changes 
is advocating for paid community organizers around the state 
that can act as a bridge between the party, and the 
communities we will need to galvanize to win and regain 
control of the NCGA, and retain control of the Congress.   

 
 

https://www.ncjustice.org/author/rebecca-cerese/


 
Phyllis Portie-Ascott, Candidate for State Executive 
Committee 
 
Phyllis currently serves as 2019-2021 Fourth Vice Chair of 
OCDP and is also running for 2021-2023 First Vice-Chair of 
Orange County Democratic Party; please reference her bio 
earlier in this document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Heiderose Kober, Candidate for State Executive 
Committee 
 
I believe that democracy is not a spectator sport; it can only 
survive if enough people believe in its principles and take the 
time and effort necessary to understand and accept their civic 
responsibility as a self-governing people, individually and 
collectively, and then use their talents and power to work 
toward a more perfect union. The SEC is the governing body 
of the Democratic Party, and if we want to elect candidates 
that move our county, our state, and our country forward, we 
must ensure that our Party is inclusive, responsive, 
transparent, and forward-looking in its governing principles 
and messaging. As SEC member, I will work hard to make sure 
that the NC Democratic Party stays true to the principles and 
values that Orange County Democrats embrace. 
 
I also believe in the Golden Rule that says that whatever rights 
and privileges I claim for myself, I claim for all. This is the 
basis for justice. Having grown up in Germany after WW2, I 
know only too well the great threat that fascism and White 
Nationalism represent, and I will fight against both 

relentlessly. The Democratic Party must be the guardian of our democracy, now more than ever. It is 
us who must bend the arc towards justice for all. 
 
 
 



John Ferguson, Candidate for State Executive 
Committee 
 
I am John Ferguson, a candidate for a seat on the State 
Executive Committee. In the past, I have served as Chair of the 
Northern Orange Black Voters Alliance, 2nd vice Chair of the 
OCDP, Treasurer of the Orange County African American 
Caucus, and Chair of St. Mary's Precinct.  
 
In addition, I was employed as a teacher, and subsequently as 
an organizer for the North Carolina Association of Educators 
and I currently serve on the SEC.. I believe the experience 
gained from these positions will serve the Party well as we 
work towards developing policies and making decisions 
relevant to moving us forward in the current environment. I 
ask for your vote to be your representative on the State 
Executive Committee 
 
 

 
 

Eliazar Posada, Candidate for SEC 
 
Eliazar Posada serves as Chair of OWASA precinct.  
He grew up in South Texas and moved to North Carolina to 
finish high school. He graduated from Campbell University in 
2015 with a Bachelor of Arts and Science, in Political Science 
and Business Management with a Pre-Law Concentration. He 
also holds a certificate from George Washington School of 
Political Management in Campaign Management.  
 
After graduation, he joined the team at El Centro Hispano, as 
the Hola Latino and Youth Coordinator. While in those roles 
he worked in HIV/STD prevention, safe sex education, stigma 
reduction and advocacy with a focus on young LGBTQ Latinos 
before becoming Director of Advocacy and Civic Participation. 
Eliazar recently became Acting President and CEO at El 
Centro. 
 

 
 
Thomas Link, Candidate for SEC 
 
Tom Link is a lifelong resident of Eno in Orange County, 
NC and the current Eno Precinct Democratic Party 
Chair.  His grandfather, father and he have all served as 
the Eno Precinct Democratic Chair of Orange County NC 
going back to the 1940s.  Tom’s ancestors and family has 
lived continuously in Eno Precinct since 1754 farming 
with family and neighbors, black and white, and knows 
the importance of “helping each other” through all kinds 
of life circumstances.   Tom retired in 2013 from the US 
Environmental Protection Agency in RTP after 41 years 
of service as an economist, air quality analyst and 
national executive for AFGE, representing 20,000 
Federal EPA employees nationwide. 
 
 
 



 
Tai Huynh, Candidate for SEC 
 
Tai Huynh was born in Clearwater, Florida to two 
Vietnamese refugees. His family moved to North Carolina in 
2010 after his father lost his job during the recession.  
 
Tai attended UNC Chapel-Hill as a first-generation college 
student and Morehead-Cain Scholar. He graduated Class of 
2020 with a degree in Computer Science with minors in 
Business Administration and Anthropology.  
 
He currently serves on the Chapel Hill Town Council and is 
building a Govtech startup. Tai is the first Vietnamese-
American elected to public office in the state of North 
Carolina and looks to continue serving our state for decades 
to come. 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Foy, Candidate for SEC 
 
Kevin Foy teaches environmental justice and environmental 
law at North Carolina Central University School of Law. He 
served twelve years on the Chapel Hill Town Council, 
including eight years as Mayor. In addition to teaching, he’s 
been working with colleagues at UNC and NC State to develop 
flood resilience plans for North Carolina communities dealing 
with climate change.  
 
He is interested in representing Orange County on the State 
Executive Committee to help ensure that the Democratic 
Party focuses on local community issues statewide. He and his 
wife, Nancy, live in Glenwood precinct. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

End of Document. 
 


